ADMISSIONS POLICY

1.
Good Counsel College is a Catholic School for boys and wishes to consider only: -

· Pupils whose parents/guardians are in agreement with the aims and philosophy of the school as indicated by their choice of Good Counsel College Secondary School.

· Pupils whose Primary School records show that they are well motivated and willing to adapt to school discipline.

2.
It is expected that an application to attend Good Counsel College indicates an acceptance of all school regulations by both parents/guardians and pupils.

The Trustees of the College approve the Admissions Criteria and delegate to the Board of Management and the Principal the responsibility of applying the criteria.

3.
Parents/guardians applying on behalf of a prospective pupil will be deemed to have read all the information set out in this document.

4.
The Board of Management retains the right to restrict intake below the number that the physical capacity of the school indicates if it considers that the admission of some pupils would be detrimental to the interests of those pupils or of pupils currently attending the school or to prospective pupils.

5.
All prospective pupils must meet current Department of Education and Science requirements.

6.
Good Counsel College has an open acceptance policy, which admits all boys for whom we can cater academically, socially and physically.  

Students with specific needs are catered for insofar as school resources, supported by the Department of Education and Science, will allow.  Applications will be considered from parents/guardians who desire for their son an education in the Roman Catholic tradition.  Should the need arise selection of pupils will take place in accordance with the admissions criteria set out below.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

Pupils will be admitted in the following order:

1. Pupils whose parents are members of the staff of the College.

2. Pupils who have a brother currently attending the College.

3. Pupils who have brothers/parents past-pupils of the College.

4. Pupils who are the eldest boy in the family

5. Others.

Where necessary within any category, should demand exceed availability pupils will be chosen by lottery.  The maximum number of admissions is 150. The closing date for applications is 3.00pm on the last school day in November. Late applicants into any year will be considered on the basis of availability of places.

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE

First Year

The first point of contact with the school is, generally, the Open Day.  This is advertised in local papers and notice is given to the Principals of the Primary Schools in the area.  All students who attend that day are asked to complete a slip with their names and addresses.  These, together with any other names given to the Office, form the List of Prospective Students for that particular year. 

The second stage is completion and return of the Application Form.  Applications are considered valid from those parents/guardians who return this form complete with the Application Fee (which may vary.) The closing date for receipt of same will be printed on that form. 

Parents will be informed at this stage if there is a difficulty accepting their son on the basis of the criteria set out above.

The next stage is the Entrance Assessment.  Students may only attend for this test if they have completed the first two stages and have therefore made a formal application to attend this school .

Closing dates for these stages will vary from year to year.  At each stage the closing date will be clearly stated and, where necessary, adhered to rigidly.

All Other Years

Admission is subject to the same conditions as outlined above.  Admission is considered subject to 

1. Availability of a place in a class/year deemed suitable by the Principal.  This, subject to availability of subjects continuous with those previously being pursued.

2. A written reference from the applicant's previous school.

3. An interview with the Principal/Deputy Principal of the school with one other member of staff where possible.

Repeat Years

A separate policy is available for these applicants.

Appeals to a decision to refuse to enrol

It should be noted that parents/guardians have the right to appeal a refusal to enrol a student in this school under Section 29 of the Education Act.  Forms for such appeals are available from the College office or on www.gov.ie 

Please Note:

This admissions policy is currently being reviewed by the Board of Management

