HOMEWORK POLICY

Rationale for Homework

1. Homework provides students an opportunity to reinforce material already covered in class.

2. It provides a foundation for future learning.

3. It is essential for students to commit certain facts to memory e.g. mathematical formula, historical accounts, poems etc. and it is important that these should be revised regularly as directed by the teacher.

4. It is a useful mental discipline as it allows students to test their powers of recall and prepares the student for success in examinations.
Aims of Policy

1. To assess the students comprehension of the material covered in the classroom.

2. To ascertain the students strengths and weaknesses.

3. To promote interaction between the students’, teachers and parents.
HOMEWORK

What is Homework?

The term homework should not be so narrowly interpreted as to mean just written homework. It also involves regular revision work and exam preparation. 
Homework embraces study, revision and written work.
Time Allocation for Homework
Parents often ask the question, ‘how much time should my son spend on his homework?’
It is difficult to give a precise answer as the time required will vary from student to student and in particular from year to year.

 The following are broad guidelines as to how much time Good Counsel recommends each student spend as a minimum:

· First Year:     2 hours per night

· Second Year: 2½ hours per night

· Third Year:    3 hours per night

· Fifth Year:     3½ hours per night

· Sixth Year:     4 hours per night.

Students in Transition Year and in Leaving Certificate Applied (5th and 6th years) follow special homework programmes designed by teachers in these courses. Students who are preparing for State examinations will probably require additional study time as exam time approaches.
Develop good Homework habits.
The Homework Environment
In order to make most productive use of homework/study time the following should be considered:

· Have a suitable desk and chair in a suitable location

· Have good lighting

· Have a study timetable and follow it 

· Leave mobile phone in another room

· Do not have T.V., radio or other music playing
The Student Journal

The Student journal serves a number of functions:

· To record work to be completed

· A means of communication between school and parents

· Contains valuable information

Students must have their Student Journal with them for all classes.

It should be in clear view on the student’s desk.
An entry should be made in the relevant place for every subject.

HOMEWORK GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS

1. The teachers in GCC place great emphasis on setting purposeful, well planned homework which is designed to assist each student in reaching his full potential.

2. Students are expected to complete all homework assignments given to them by their teachers.

3. Homework should be done on time, in full and should be properly presented.

4. Each student in GCC must record all homework in his Journal as outlined by his subject teacher. All forms of homework should be recorded.

5. Before a student leaves class, he should ensure that he understands clearly what his teacher expects him to do for homework. 

6. The teacher will inform students of the time and date for submitting homework.

7. A student’s homework journal must be signed by one of his parents /guardians each week and presented to his class teacher for inspection on the appropriate day.

8. If a student is absent from class for any reason it his responsibility to find out the details of the work that he missed. This also applies to students who miss classes due to sporting or other extra-curricular activities.

9. Supervised study is available in GCC for students who wish to avail of this facility.

10. Copying homework from another student is counter-productive and is regarded as a serious matter by the school. The same applies to allowing another student to copy your homework.

11. In the event of homework not being presented, teachers will require a letter of explanation from parents / guardians. The homework must also be completed.

12. Parents / Guardians will be notified if a students’ performance at homework does not meet the school’s expectations. (See Homework Sanctions below)
HOMEWORK GUIDELINES FOR TEACHERS

Teachers in GCC set regular homework on topics covered in class. The assignment is explained and a deadline given for its completion. Students are asked to note this assignment in their homework journal. Homework is checked and records maintained.  

Teachers do consider the following when giving assignments:

1. The ability range of the students’

2. That no single subject should take up a disproportionate amount of time to the detriment of other subjects;

3. Adequate time is given for the completion of major assignments i.e. essays etc.

4. Where students are involved in school related activities – homework may be curtailed or deadlines extended.

5. During holiday periods, mid-term breaks etc. homework can be given at the teacher’s discretion.

HOMEWORK SANCTIONS

Homework assignments and deadlines are set by subject teachers and must be 
adhered to. 

Lack of co-operation by students will be dealt with as follows: 

1. Verbal reprimand.

2. An entry in the ‘Homework Demerits’ Log if homework not presented on 3 occasions for a particular subject.  2 demerits awarded.

3. A letter to Parents on reaching 10 homework demerits. Student to attend homework detention.

4. Parents asked to come in to discuss matter with principal on reaching 20 demerits. Student to attend homework detention.

5. Continued failure/refusal to present homework will be considered defiance and will be dealt with as such through the school ‘Code of Behaviour’.
Parents’ role in Homework

Parents can aid the success of their son in completing homework through the following:
1. Help ensure that your son has a suitable study environment as outlined above.
2. Discuss your son’s homework with him. Parental support and interest can have a significant impact on quality of work done.
3. Sign the homework journal weekly and note any comment made by a teacher. In the event of homework not being completed – a note of explanation should be sent to the teacher.

4. Attend Parent/ Teacher Meetings. Make an appointment to meet teachers if there are problems that need to be discussed.

5. It is not recommended that students engage in part-work during the school week. Weekend work should not be allowed to interfere unduly with academic work.

6. Fully support the school in any sanctions we use to deal with matters relating to homework. Failure to meet homework requirements is taken seriously by the school as we are aware that neglect of homework can only result in underachievement.

